This series of Photographs titled Jazz gets its name from the playful way visual elements
are combined in a seemingly random or esoteric manor. However the true nature of the
images has a more fundamental core. In the creation of these artworks | had more
science than art on my mind. By using elements found in the physical world such as
light, time, and water | create an abstract world filled with light and motion.

Using a combination of digital and traditional photography | photograph a large array of
different subjects, such as dye in water and light. A combination of diverse images are
joined together, and stitched digitally when the right combination is felt correct
aesthetically. Once | am happy with the final image a giclée printing process is initiated.
The resulting images are wrapped on stretcher bars and presented.

Composition G shown at Laguna Gloria Austin Museum of Art in 2006 received
outstanding reviews by critics and the public alike.

“The exhibition concludes in a burst of intense color and dramatic motion in
St acey Higtal absractios Composition G(2005). Fascinated by fluid
dynamics, the artist fills a 40-gallon fish tank with water and creates undulating
ripples of water, to which he slowly adds color dye and documents its
transformation. “I capture the water at unusual angles, using short depth of field
where the image is out of focus, in focus, and back out of focus again.” Shooting
many exposures to capture a range of effects, he later composes his striking
images by layering multiple shots in an improvisational method, often combining
the fluid images with other archived images of moving light to create glowing
digital collages that he prints onto canvas.”
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